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News Release
tScheme and Nexus-TSP sign tScheme Registered Applicant Agreement

In recognition of the firm commitment Nexus-TSP has made to complete the tScheme Approval process for its SIGNet electronic trust services, tScheme has accepted their formal request for the grant of tScheme Registered Applicant status.

Nexus-TSP has signed an agreement to complete the approval process against a firm timetable, a condition of the grant of tScheme Registered Applicant status. The timetable for Nexus-TSP indicates completion of their service approval process in mid-2002. In signing the agreement, Nexus-TSP has also undertaken to subscribe to the tScheme Code of Conduct throughout the assessment and approval process. 

Stephen Upton, Chief Executive of tScheme, said: “The tScheme approval process quite appropriately requires significant focus of effort and resources. This grant of Registered Applicant status to Nexus-TSP provides tScheme with an opportunity to recognise their dedication to completing the process to an agreed timetable – which of course will continue to be reviewed frequently to assess whether their status is being maintained. This is an important indicator of tScheme’s perceived value in the electronic trust services industry, and forms a key milestone in its development.”

Walter Paterson Managing Director of Nexus-TSP, said: “Nexus TSP are delighted to have been accepted as a Registered Applicant. It signals to our clients that Nexus TSP is prepared to ensure that it will work towards the highest standards and methods of practice laid down by tScheme profiles. Nexus are in the process of embarking on a Pilot within the energy sector with companies and third party agencies such as the HSE, to demonstrate significant cost reductions from discharging ‘legal duties’ with the use of electronic signatures on statutory safety & environmental requirements, for example permits to work and movement of toxic waste. Nexus TSP and Scotland are leading the rest of Europe in these and other developments.”

ENDS

Notes to Editors

tScheme Registered Applicant status 

This does not imply any form of service approval at this stage.

Once a Trust Service Provider is granted the status of tScheme Registered Applicant, it will be permitted to use this description in connection with the specific service being submitted for assessment and subsequent Approval.  Full details will be published on tScheme’s website.  This will permit relying parties and service users to satisfy themselves of any service provider claims regarding tScheme recognition.

tScheme 

tScheme is a not-for-profit organisation whose aim is to increase trust and confidence in electronic trust services. tScheme defines standards of good practice for electronic trust services, evaluates individual electronic trust services against these standards, and awards approval to those which meet the standards.

tScheme is an independent, industry-led, self-regulatory scheme. Its current members represent all of the interests in trust service provision – the users of these services, service providers, technology suppliers, and government and regulatory interests.

tScheme is taking a strong lead in Europe through this commitment to industry-led self-regulation, rather than government-led legislation. 

Membership of tScheme is open to all sectors of industry, and to Trust service users, ensuring that tScheme continues to address true market needs and user priorities. Details of how to join, contribute to or seek approval by tScheme can be found at www.tScheme.org
Nexus-TSP & Nexus Group     www.nexustsp.com

The Nexus Group of Companies of which Nexus-TSP is the newest member is based in Aberdeen, where it operates three other divisions: Nexus BPA, management consultancy; Nexus SCA, supply chain quality assurance and Nexus IBA, new media. 

Formed in 1997 Nexus Group now has a staffing level approaching 40. Turnover is expected to rise from £2.25 million in 2000 to over £4 million this financial year. 

Nexus is also working with Municipal and Scottish Executive officials on “Citizen Smartcards” which incorporate digital signatures to allow both Councils and the Scottish Parliament to discharge services and benefits to its citizenry, as well as allowing them to vote remotely at local and national elections.
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