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News Release

tScheme signs up ChamberSign as a Registered Applicant for trust service approval

Another significant step forward in the development of the electronic trust services industry took place today, with the formal registration of ChamberSign for the approval process established by the industry’s self-regulatory body, tScheme.
ChamberSign, one of Europe’s leading digital certificate providers, has signed an agreement to complete the approval process against a strict timetable, a condition of the grant of tScheme Registered Applicant status. The timetable for ChamberSign indicates completion of their service approval process in mid-2002. In signing the agreement, ChamberSign has also undertaken to subscribe to the tScheme Code of Conduct throughout the assessment and approval process. 

Stephen Upton, Chief Executive of tScheme, said “tScheme’s approval process quite appropriately requires significant focus of effort and resources, in applying the best practice standards contained in the tScheme approval criteria. The grant of Registered Applicant status to ChamberSign provides tScheme with an opportunity to recognise their dedication to completing the process to an agreed schedule – which of course will continue to be reviewed frequently to assess whether their status is being maintained. This is an important indicator of tScheme’s perceived value in the electronic trust services industry, and forms a key milestone in its development.”

David Lennan, Director General of the British Chambers of Commerce, said, “tScheme approval will be essential for businesses to be able to distinguish those Trust Service Providers who are meeting and maintaining industry best practice, and ChamberSign is committed to maintaining those practices and standards. In building awareness of the contribution of self-regulation in the e-business security industry, tScheme approval will be invaluable in stimulating the industry to grow.”
ENDS

Notes to Editors

tScheme Registered Applicant status 

This does not imply any form of service approval at this stage.

Once a Trust Service Provider is granted the status of tScheme Registered Applicant, it will be permitted to use this description in connection with the specific service being submitted for assessment and subsequent Approval.  Full details will be published on tScheme’s website.  This will permit relying parties and service users to satisfy themselves of any service provider claims regarding tScheme recognition.

tScheme details

tScheme is a not-for-profit organisation whose aim is to increase trust and confidence in electronic trust services. tScheme defines standards of good practice for electronic trust services, evaluates individual electronic trust services against these standards, and awards approval to those which meet the standards.

tScheme is an independent, industry-led, self-regulatory scheme. Its current members represent all of the interests in trust service provision – the users of these services, service providers, technology suppliers, and government and regulatory interests.

tScheme is taking a strong lead in Europe through this commitment to industry-led self-regulation, rather than government-led legislation. 

Membership of tScheme is open to all sectors of industry, and to Trust service users, ensuring that tScheme continues to address true market needs and user priorities.

Details of how to join, contribute to or seek approval by tScheme can be found at www.tScheme.org
ChamberSign details

ChamberSign is an initiative set up by ten European national Chambers of Commerce, which aims at creating the first comprehensive infrastructure for secure business-to -business electronic commerce across international borders. ChamberSign focuses on making digital signature technology widely available to the business community and achieving international recognition and interoperability of digital certificates issued by Chambers of Commerce and their partners.

ChamberSign initially covers Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom.
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