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PRESS RELEASE
tScheme ANNOUNCES ITS FIRST REGISTERED APPLICANTS

The electronic trust services industry’s self-regulatory body, tScheme, has today announced that four more leading trust service providers have initiated the process of assessment, leading to eventual tScheme approval for their trust services. Approval of trust services by tScheme is designed to boost confidence in electronic business conducted over the internet.

The first group of tScheme Registered Applicants now stands at a total of five: including ViaCode Ltd., the first to be awarded this status in August. Each of these five trust service providers has agreed to subscribe to the tScheme Code of Conduct, and to complete the approval process against a strict timetable. Other TSPs are expected to begin the process soon.

Stephen Upton, Chief Executive of tScheme, said “The process by which a trust service is formally assessed for full tScheme Approval is quite properly a rigorous one, which can take several months. During this time a trust service provider’s commitment of effort and resource is clearly significant. Registered Applicant status provides an appropriate level of recognition for such an open, public commitment to achieving tScheme approval. This is an important indicator of the industry’s perceived value of tScheme, and is a key milestone in its development.”
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Current tScheme Registered Applicants, each making a firm commitment to achieving tScheme approval for their services, are as follows:

ViaCode Ltd - Corporate Certificates Service.

Royal Bank of Scotland Group plc - Assign electronic trust service.

Nexus-TSP Ltd - SIGNet electronic trust services.

ChamberSign Ltd - ChamberSign electronic trust service.

BT Ignite - OnSite, Global Server Certificates and Secure Server Certificates electronic trust services.

Further details of these Registered Applicants’ assessment timetables are published on the tScheme website at www.tScheme.org
Notes for Editors

“Trust in the future of e-business”
People and organisations need to have trust in e-business in order that its true potential for the growth of the global economy can be realised.

New commercial security services, based on electronic signatures and digital certificates, are being introduced to build this trust, by defending against on-line fraud and loss of privacy. Naturally there needs to be complete confidence that the providers of these emerging 'Trust Services' will act honestly and expertly.

What is tScheme

tScheme is a not-for-profit organisation whose aim is to increase trust and confidence in electronic trust services. tScheme defines standards of good practice for electronic trust services, evaluates individual electronic trust services against these standards, and awards approval to those which meet the standards.

tScheme is an independent, industry-led, self-regulatory scheme. Its current members represent all of the interests in trust service provision – the users of these services, service providers, technology suppliers, and government and regulatory interests.

tScheme is taking a strong lead in Europe through this commitment to industry-led self-regulation, rather than government-led legislation. 

tScheme's objective is to continue to be the preferred option for fulfilling Part I of the UK Electronic Communications Act 2000.

What progress has been made in awarding tScheme approvals?

Leading up to formal approval, a growing number of Trust Service Providers are recognising the value of the tScheme approval process itself. Even during preparation for service assessment, the approval profiles can contribute to the enhancement of current trust services, through a focus on best practice. 
Due to the appropriate rigour of the approval process, as of September no trust services have yet achieved tScheme approval.

However, tScheme formally recognises the serious commitment of time and resources a Trust Services Provider is dedicating to complete the process by an agreed date. This is done through the grant of tScheme Registered Applicant status.

What are the key benefits?

An independent, self-regulatory, scheme such as tScheme provides benefits for each party involved in the e-business equation.

A User or Relying Party, seeing the tScheme Approved Service mark, will know that for the electronic trust service to have been approved by tScheme:

· the service has been thoroughly evaluated against rigorous criteria by independent experts; 

· the service provider has agreed to keep to these criteria; 

· the service provider subscribes to tScheme's Code of Conduct; and

· the service provider has agreed to act promptly and fairly to remedy faults.

For the Trust Service Provider, the tScheme approval mark is a clear and simple brand that people will come to recognise and have confidence in.

For the trust services market, with its mix of established companies and new SME service providers, approval under an independent scheme can be a significant boost for the credentials of a provider with no established market presence.

In summary, tScheme:

· establishes an independent, instantly-recognisable mark of Trust

· covers all sectors and means of provision – including the approval 

of Qualified Certificate services as defined in the EC Directive

· allows industry to manage itself

· is fully receptive and responsive to market needs and user priorities
· encourages co-operation between competitors, with government, 
and with global trust service approval schemes.
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